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April 18, 2001

<Your name>

<Address>

<City, state, zip>
<Date> 

<Recipients address>

<City, state, zip>

Dear <person to whom letter is written>,

I am writing this letter because I am very concerned about the growing problem of dioxin pollution.  Dioxin is an unintentional byproduct of many common industrial practices.  Dioxin is considered to be one of the most toxic chemicals known to hummans. The health effects that have been associated with exposure to dioxins are listed below. 

· Sperm count in men worldwide has dropped 50% from what it was fifty years ago, when dioxins began to be produced. 

· The incidence of testicular cancer has tripled and prostate cancer has doubled in the last fifty years.

· Endometriosis, the painful growth outside the uterus of cells that normally line the uterus, this was formerly a rare condition, and now it affects 5 million American women.

· In 1960, a woman’s chance of developing breast cancer during her lifetime was 1 in 20. Today that figure is a chance of 1 in 8. 

-Envroweb, 2000

According to the Center for Health and Environmental Justice, about 80% of the dioxin released into the air is from waste combustion, both medical and municipal sources. Though, there have been steps taken to reduce the amount of dioxin that is released by municipal waste incinerators, they are still a major factor in the release of dioxin into our atmosphere and subsequently into our environment. New technologies to clean emissions given off by smokestacks are being foiled by other pollutants that are also present. For example, the presence of certain heavy metals can accelerate the formation of dioxin with in a smokestack (Lehman et al., 1999). Listed below are steps that are necessary to reduction of dioxin we are releasing into our atmosphere.  I feel to reduce future health risks these areas must be addressed. Please respond with your comments, I am interested in knowing your thoughts on the matter.

· Chlorinated wastes must not be burned in municipal and medical waste incinerators.

· We must reduce the level of heavy metal pollution that is released through incineration.

· We must stop the industrial burning of wood that has been treated with the chemical Penta, another common source of dioxin pollution.

Sincerely,
<type your name>
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